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Background

Glider position
26 Aug 2015

University of Bergen
Seaglider
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Recovery process
• 26 Aug 2015 – UoB contacted IMR/RV Dept about drifting glider asking for 

help to find vessels in the area, or on its way in to the area, NE of Langanes, 
Iceland

• 26 and 27 Aug 2015 – IMR/RV Dept contacted:
- RV operators in the area (Iceland, Greenland, Faroes, Denmark and Ireland) 
- OFEG partners (UK, Germany, Spain, Netherlands and France)
- UNOLS, asking them to distribute the recovery request to its members and
their Canadian partners

- Other Norwegian oceangoing RV operators (University of Tromsø and 
Norwegian Polar Institute)

- The Norwegian Coast Guard
- All European Research Vessel Opertor (ERVO) members
- Norwegian fishing boat owner associations 

• Many answers saying ”sorry, not in the area”, but the Faroe Marine Research 
Institute answered on 27 August  that their R/V Magnus Heinason could be 
able to pick it up if the glider would drift in their direction and shortening the 
necessary deviation from their ongoing cruise, but in the end it was not feasible  

• The glider was eventually recovered on 5 September by an Icelandic SAR 
vessel, being paid by UoB to make the recovery



Proposal from Leigh

E-mail dated 27 August 2015:

I think this sort of request is going to become much more common and 
we will need to help each other out wherever possible. 

Leigh Storey
Head National Marine Facilities-Sea Systems

So how do we go about it?



More gliders to be recovered

Message from David White at NOC on 21 September: 
I am making contact as a result of something you broached at IRSO,
passed to me by Leigh Storey, my department head concerning what to do about lost gliders. NOC will be having a good look at this 
as we have lost more than one glider this year, but our latest possible casualty was being piloted by SAMS (Oban, Scotland) 
west of Iceland, last position seven days ago was around 66 04N 26 33W. http://velocity.sams.ac.uk/sg606/
I only have second-hand information but understand this was near your glider?  And wondered if our glider groups could share any
knowledge that might be helpful? At this stage we are still hoping it will surface before the batteries run out, hoping it might be stuck
in fishing gear on the bottom. 

Message from Amy Bower, WHOI on 24 September:
A colleague from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution recently reached out to ask for help in rescuing a glider that has left
the range of their vessel. The glider is currently about 320 miles south of Iceland, 58 N, 22.5 W. 
The team is in communication with it and can provide more accurate positions if and when a rescue seems possible. 
It is being tracked with GPS. If you are able to provide assistance, please contact Amy Bower (info below).

WHOI glider

http://velocity.sams.ac.uk/sg606/


http://www.eurofleets.eu/np4/29
Listed under Deliverables at Month 36

http://www.eurofleets.eu/np4/29


Report methodology (1)
1. Check Sailwx.info, AIS, etc for RVs in the area of 

interest

http://www.sailwx.info/shiptrack/researchships.phtml



Marinetraffic.com



Report methodology (2)

2. Find RV operator Point Of Contact, e.g from EurOcean 
RV infobase (Europe) www.rvinfobase.eurocean.org
or Oceanic (Global) www.researchvessels.org  



What about planned cruises?

www.pogo-oceancruises.org



Way forward
• Establish ”my fleet” on www.marinetraffic.com with all known RVs 

http://www.marinetraffic.com/


”My Fleet” –IMR vessels

G.O. Sars

Johan Hjort

Håkon Mosby
G M Dannevig

Dr. Fridtjof Nansen



Other possibilities
• Have EurOcean, OCEANIC and POGO 

to to include functionality to generate 
mailing lists for RV operators/cruise 
leaders registered in their respective 
databases over vessels and/or planned 
cruises with the possibility to apply 
geographical filters etc? 

• Other ideas?



How to compensate for the intervention?

• Eurofleets report lists three options:
1. Charter cost. 
May not be costeffective since charter cost quickly exceeds value of equipment and data 

2. Fixed rate to be agreed between the parties (1-100% of charter 
rate).
How to determine the rate? Distance to go, value of equipment to be recovered,
next time you help me …………

3. Barter.
OFEG does it already. Establish a barter club for equipment recovery incidents?

4. Other ideas? 


	� Emergency Equipment Recovery- Establishment of an international �co-operative approach?	
	Background
	Recovery process
	Proposal from Leigh
	More gliders to be recovered
	Slide Number 6
	Report methodology (1)
	Marinetraffic.com
	Report methodology (2)
	What about planned cruises?
	Way forward
	”My Fleet” –IMR vessels
	Other possibilities
	How to compensate for the intervention?

