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IRSO 2016 - First Information 
8th April 2016 

 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
We are pleased to provide you with details of the 29th International Research Ship Operators 
(IRSO) meeting, which will be hosted by the National Research Council of Italy in the 
“ International Center for culture and higher education for scientific research” in Anacapri 
(Island of Capri, Italy), 10-13 October 2016.  
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 
The International Research Ship Operators (IRSO) organization was founded in 1986 and its 
annual meeting involves of managers of ocean research ship fleets for the purpose of discussing 
topics and sharing information of mutual interest. This includes discussions on new research 
vessels, marine scientific equipment, ship systems, marine operations, changing scientific 
requirements, scheduling, manning, training, classifications, regulations, certifications, as well as 
insurance, vessel barters, and lessons learned. The meeting is held each year at one of the 
member countries. IRSO minutes, news, and other information can be found at the website: 
www.irso.info. 
 
 
HOSTING INSTITUTION  
 
The National Research Council of Italy (CNR) is the largest Italian public research institution, 
the only one under the Ministry of Education, Universities and Research performing 
multidisciplinary activities. Its mission is to carry out, promote and improve research activities in 
the main sectors of knowledge growth and of its applications for the scientific, technological, 
economic and social development and internationalization of the Country. 

The CNR “Central Management for Planning and Infrastructure” manages the main CNR 
Research Vessels; it is also in charge of the management of the oceanographic observation 
system of platforms, buoys and long-term mooring stations, and it coordinates national and 
international cooperation with other organizations. 
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MEETING VENUE  
 
The meeting venue, owned by National Research Council of Italy, is the “International Center 
for culture and higher education for scientific research” in Anacapri (Island of Capri, Via Fraita, 
40°33.088’N 14°12.820’E), set in 200 ha of peaceful land and composed of five distinct 
buildings, each offering self-contained conference facilities. 

The Island of Capri, located in the Tyrrhenian Sea on the south side of the Gulf of Naples, is one 
of the most picturesque and visited locations in Italy, a celebrated beauty spot and a coastal 
resort since the Roman Republic until now. 

Capri Island has two municipalities: the town of Capri, which is the island’s main population 
centre with two harbours, Marina Piccola and Marina Grande (the main port), the famous 
Faraglioni, the Blue Grotto (Grotta Azzurra), the ruins of the Imperial Roman villas and the 
separate municipality of Anacapri, located high on the hills to the west. 

The “International Center for culture and higher education for scientific research” is situated 
about 250 metres above the sea level near Monte Solaro and it was built at the end of 1960 by the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Science. The structures were the place of a small Institute devoted to 
astrophysics research and worked as solar observatory until 1978. In 1982 the Academy sold the 
property to the National Research Council of Italy, that has re-designed the structures, creating a 
superb combination of well-equipped meeting rooms and training rooms, managed by an 
experienced events team who understand the needs of organisers, delegates and trainers. 

The International Center has many facilities, which can offer several alternatives and options to 
better organize the meeting. It benefits from 4 main conference rooms of varying sizes with a 
maximum capacity of 65 delegates in each. In addition, a combination of 3 small meeting rooms, 
ideal for smaller meetings or break-out sessions, can accommodate more than 50 delegates. All 
meeting rooms benefit from climate control, Wifi access, projector, whiteboards, laptops, 
telephone points and Tv/Dvd/Vhs players. 
 
 
29TH IRSO MEETING PROGRAMME  
 
The meeting agenda is still under development and will include an Ice Breaker reception on the 
evening of Monday 10th October, three days of formal meeting (from 11th to 13th October), the 
IRSO conference dinner on the evening of Wednesday 12th October and tours and special events. 

It is also planned to have an industry event held in co-operation with the Eurofleets2 project on 
Monday 10th October. This event will comprise of a small exhibition space for invited companies 
and a short workshop outlining some of the outputs from the project to interested IRSO members 
and to Industry invitees. 

More information will be posted on the meeting website in the coming weeks. Please send any 
suggestions for agenda items to the IRSO organizing committee at afitzgerald@marine.ie. 
 
IRSO meeting 
Registration of participants will begin on Tuesday 11th October, from 8:30 a.m. 
The formal meeting shall begin on Day 1 (11th October) with oral presentations and poster sessions. 
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The meeting will adjourn on Thursday 13th October at noon. 
 
Summary 

·  10th October: Pre-meeting Industry exhibition and workshop followed by Ice Breaker 
reception (20:00 hrs) 

·  11th October: Day 1 IRSO: Registration 08:30 hrs 
·  12th October: Day 2 IRSO: Conference Dinner (20:00 hrs) 
·  13th October: Day 3 IRSO: Meeting end (12:00 hrs) 

 
Registration fee 
The cost for each member participating in the IRSO meeting will be €300 and must be paid in 
cash during registration. It will include coffee breaks, lunches, icebreaker reception and 
conference dinner, daily transportation from/to the meeting venue, tours and special events. 
We welcome your guest to join you at the receptions during the meeting. The guest registration 
fee is €100 per person. It will cover icebreaker reception, conference dinner, tours and special 
events. A formal accompanying guest programme is under development and detailed information 
will be provided as soon as possible. 
 
Confirmation of participation 
The “early-bird” registration form is being developed and will be ready in the coming weeks. We 
would like to have the registration process completed by July 2016. 
 
 
HOTEL INFORMATION  
 
Several hotels at reduced rates are available for IRSO delegates and guests in downtown Capri. 
Daily transportation will be provided from/to the meeting venue during the meeting period. 

Please quote “IRSO2016@ITALYCNR” when making your booking. We encourage you to 
make your hotel reservation early as hotels have limited availability.  

Rooms are reserved for the IRSO meeting at: 

 

·  Hotel Weber Ambassador**** 
Via Marina Piccola 118, 80073 Capri 
Phone: +39 081 8370141 
Fax: + 39 081 8378866 
Email: info@hotelweber.com 
Web: www.hotelweber.com 
Availability : 30 single and double rooms, 
standard and no standard, valid until 22 
May 2016 
Price: 71.5-110 €/night (breakfast and 
VAT included) 
 

·  Hotel Della Piccola Marina**** 
Via Mulo 14-16, 80073 Capri 
Phone: +39 081 8379642 
Fax: + 39 081 8378483 
Email:  book@hoteldellapiccolamarina.it 
Web: www.hoteldellapiccolamarina.it 
Availability : 20 single and double rooms, 
standard and no standard, valid until 22 
May 2016 
Price: 135-180 €/night (breakfast and 
VAT included) 
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·  Hotel Quisisana***** 
Via Camerelle 2, 80073 Capri 
Phone: +39 081 8370788 
Fax: +39 081 8376080 
Email: manifestazioni@quisisana.com  
Web: www.quisisana@com 
Availability : 16 single and double rooms, 
standard, valid until 29 April 2016 
Price: 319 €/night (breakfast and VAT 
included) 
 

·  Hotel la Scalinatella***** 
Via Tragara 8, 80073 Capri 
Phone: +39 081 8370633 
Fax: +39 081 8378291 
Email: info@scalinatella.com 
Web:�www.scalinatella.com 
Availability : 10 single and double rooms, 
standard, valid until 15 May 2016 
Price: 275-330 €/night (breakfast and 
VAT included) 
 

·  Casa Morgano***** 
Via Tragara 6, 80073 Capri 
Phone: +39 081 8370158 
Fax: +39 081 8370681 
Email: info@casamorgano.com 
Web:�www.casamorgano.com 
Availability : 10 single and double rooms, 
standard, valid until 15 May 2016 
Price: 220-253 €/night (breakfast and 
VAT included) 
 

·  Hotel Flora***** 
Via Federico Serena, 80073 Capri 
Phone: +39 081 8370211 
Fax: +39 081 8378949 
Email: info@floracapri.com  
Web: www.floracapri.com 
Availability : 4 single, double and triple 
rooms, standard, valid until 22 May 2016 
Price: 165-253 €/night (breakfast and 
VAT included) 
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TRAVEL TO CAPRI  
 
There are two options for Air access: one is to fly into one of the two Rome Airports or directly 
to Naples International Airport. 
 

 
 
Getting to Naples from Rome takes at least three hours if you are lucky with your 
connections...otherwise, the trip can take up to half a day! If you are arriving in late afternoon in 
Rome, consider staying overnight in either Rome or Naples. 

·  From Rome Leonardo da Vinci International Airport , take the Leonardo Express 
shuttle train1 to the Roma Termini central train station, and from here transfer to a train 
for Naples2. 

·  From Rome Ciampino Airport , take the bus to the Roma Termini train station3 and then 
the train to Naples. 

 

 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
�
 http://www.trenitalia.com/ 

2 http://www.trenitalia.com/ or http://www.italotreno.it/�
�
 http://www.romeairportbus.com/�
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In Naples, there are two Terminals from which ferries to Capri depart: Molo Beverello 
(Terminal Aliscafi) and Calata di Massa (Terminal Traghetti). Molo Beverello is located in front 
of Maschio Angioino in Piazza Municipio, while the Calata di Massa pier is located further east 
(to the left, facing the sea). 
 

 
High speed ferries4 (50 minutes) depart from Molo Beverello, and ferries (60 minutes) and slow 
ferries5 (90 minutes) from Calata di Massa. Ferries and slow ferries are more economical and 
slower than high speed ferries and are the only vessels which can embark motor vehicles. 

Schedules and prices change often: check again the day before your travel dates or contact the 
ferry companies directly, especially in case of rough seas! (When seas are very rough, high speed 
ferries are often suspended and only ferries and slow ferries continue to run). 
 
 

�����������������������������������������������������������
� �http://www.navlib.it/ita/index.asp or http://www.snav.it/��
� �http://www.caremar.it/index.php/it/�
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Getting to the Molo Beverello from the Naples International Airport: 

·  Bus - As soon as you leave the terminal, you’ll find the stop for the Alibus, which goes to 
the center of Naples, Piazza Municipio, a three-minute walk to the Molo Beverello pier. 
You can purchase ticket directly from the driver. 

·  Taxi - the taxi stand is located at the exit of the terminal. Request the fixed fare for the 
port. 

Getting to the Molo Beverello from the Naples Central Train Station: 

·  Taxi - the taxi stand is located at the exit of the station. Request the fixed fare for the 
port. 

·  Metro (Linea M1) - The stop is “Municipio” (near Maschio Angioino), one of the new 
Art Stations of Naples Metro. You can purchase ticket in the station. 

 
Once you’ve arrived on Capri, the first thing we suggest you to do is dropping off your bags 
with one of the porter services on the pier. 

If your hotel is in Capri, we recommend having the luggage porter service transport your bags 
directly to your room. To reach the Piazzetta (center of life on the island), you can take the 
funicular  or one of Capri’s open-top taxis.  

If your hotel is located in Anacapri, you should take a taxi with your bags. Otherwise, above 
the funicular ticket window, you’ll find the stop for bus routes to Anacapri, which run 
often. Another solution is to take the funicular  and then the Capri-Anacapri bus. 

Most of the hotels on Capri and Anacapri offer free or economic shuttle services between the 
port and the hotel: inquire directly with your hotel. 
 
 
VISAS 
 
Participants are encouraged to check with their travel agencies and embassy for details on 
Passports or Visa requirements. Please check the website of the Italian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
in the section http://vistoperitalia.esteri.it/home/en. If you need a formal letter of invitation from 
the meeting organizers as part of a visa application, please contact the Organizing Committee 
meeting as soon as possible (see below). 
 

Should you need any help or more information for your stay in Capri, please contact: 
irso2016italycnr@gmail.com. 

 

Best Regards,  

Aodhan Fitzgerald (Marine Institute - Foras na Mara) - IRSO Chair 

Bauke  (Bob) Houtman (National Science Foundation) - IRSO Co-Chair 

Giuseppe Magnifico (National Research Council of Italy) - CNR Organizing Committee 


